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from the executive director...
Spring is a time for national and state conferences in the
independent,nonpublicschoolworld.

NAIS – March 1-4, independent school educators met in 20
degreeweather inBostonfortheNAISAnnualConference.
Itwasacelebrationofgoodspeakers, interestingexhibitsand
wonderfulnetworkingopportunitieswithotherindependent
schoolheadsandassociation directors. PatBassett, Presi-
dent of NAIS, took the opportunity to announce a new
Association Relation Task Force (ART) to explore the
possibilityofcollaborationbetweenstateandregionalasso-
ciations and NAIS. An exploratory meeting was held in
Miamiwith theExecutiveCommitteesofNAIS,SAISand
theFCIS Board. Asa follow-up to thatmeeting, represen-
tatives of all three associations will meet in Atlanta at Children’s
School. An association consultant has been engaged to
facilitate.Thegroupwilltrytodetermineifare-engineeredor
mergedrelationshipmightmakesenseandincreaseefficiency
and reduce costs to our member schools.

CAPE – Ten days later, and in much milder weather the
CouncilforAmericanPrivateEducationmetMarch11-12in
Washington, D.C. This annual meeting is composted of
meetings with other state and national associations, the
USDOE, Congressional and White House Briefings. The
state CAPE’s introduced new associations representing North
Carolina-South Carolinaand Arizona. PastFCIS Head of
School,SteveRobinsonrepresentedthenewArizonaasso-
ciation. Speakers in Congress, the USDOE and the White
House all talked about the new education budget and the
$4,000FederalOpportunityScholarshipsthatwillbeavail-
able to children in failingschools. TheUSDOE staffat the
OfficeofNonpublic Educationurged associationexecs to
encourageschools tobecomeproviders inTitleIprograms,
particularlytheSupplementalEducationalServices (SES)
program. Graduates of private schools who qualify for
collegePellGrantsarealsoeligibleforAcademicCompeti-
tivenessGrants(ACG).Forinformationonbothprograms,
gotowww.capenet.org/new.html.ThehighlightoftheD.C.
tripwasameetingwithtwo-timepresidentialcandidateSen.
LamarAlexander(R-TN).Hisveryarticulateandpragmatic
defenseofschoolchoiceinitiativeswasimpressive.

TALLAHASSEE – March22,2006theFAANSDirectors
metwithVirginiaGentles,DirectoroftheOfficeofIndepen-
dentEducationandParental SchoolChoiceof theFLDOE
andherstaff.Adiscussionofcommonissuesandinitiatives

ledtoanagreementtoagaincollaborateonajointdocument
tohelpparentsselectanonpublicschoolinFlorida.FAANS
PresidentKenWackeswill moveaheadwith thatproject.
Another area of concern for the Department is VPK. The
public schools do not have the capacity to offer VPK
programsduring theschool yearnor in thesummer. Only
13% of the 90,000four-year olds in theprogram attended
publicinstitutionslastyear.Thestatewouldliketoseemany
more nonpublic schools participate in the VPK program.
Formoreinformation,gotowww.myfloridaeducation.com/
earlylearning.WhileFAANScouldnotagreeonalobbying
strategy for the legislative session, FCIS continued to be
activelyinvolved. Aswegotopress,thefollowinglegislation
wasbeingpassed:HB7119(Arza)establishedatask force
tostudyFHSAAtransferandrecruitingrules. Thetaskforce
will consist of proponents and opponents of the recent
change in FHSAAtransfer policies.Asteroid testingpro-
posal was defeated. After 3 years of negotiations, Sen.
King’s CS/SB 256 – accountability for McKay and Corpo-
rateTaxscholarship programspassed.FCIShassupported
efforts to hold schools accountable for the state dollars
receivedwithoutalotofintrusionintoschooladministration.
Thebill includesaprovisionforrandomvisitstoschoolsthat
participate in theseprograms. HB7087/SB306, themain
educationbillof thesession, limitsstartingdatesforpublic
schools to 14 days before Labor Day. This will become
effective in the2007-2008schoolyear.
-Attempts at a Constitutional amendment to protect the
choicescholarshipprogramsfailedbyonevoteintheSenate.
Anattempttorevisit theclasssizeamendmentalsofailedby
anarrowmargin.

HEADS’ RETREAT – Just a reminder, the annual Heads’
RetreatwillbeheldJune16-18at theHyattResortinBonita
Springs. PatBassett,PresidentofNAISandhisstaffwillbe
ourmajorpresenters.
FALL CONVENTION – TheFCISAnnualConvention
will be held Nov. 9-10, 2006 in Jacksonville at the Hyatt
RegencyRiverfront.Averyenergeticareaschoolcommittee
is psyched about FCIS coming to Jacksonville. Let’s not
disappointthem.

Congratulations to NancyAlberts, Head of School, and the
facultyatSeven Bridges PreparatorySchool in Orange Park.
Their FCIS/SACS acceditation was approved March 31,
2006. Executive Director

C. Skardon Bliss
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W O R K S H O P S
CarrollwoodDaySchool:

TribesTLCBasicCourse June 19 - 22 Tampa
E-mail: TRUDIC5187@aol.com

CulturalDiversity
12thAnnualNationalInstitute July10 - 15 Milton
www.milton.edu

ERB:
AnnualConference Oct 18 - 20 NYC
www.erbtest.org

FCIS:
Heads’ Retreat June15-17 Bonita Springs
Adminstrators’ Retreat July30 - Aug 1 DelrayBch
2006Convention Nov 9 - 10 Jacksonville
www.fcis.org

ISM
SummerInstitute2006 June 18 - July 22 Wilmington/
40 Workshops SaltLakeCity

www.isminc.com/si
NAES

BiennialConf. 2006 Nov 16 -18 Hollywood
NAIS

SchoolLeadershipInstitute June 14 - 17 Potomac
GettysburgLeadershipInstitute June 23 - 25 Gettysburg
SummerDiversityInstitute June 23 - 30 Co. Springs
InstituteforLeadershipin
Sustainability June 25 -29 NJ

FinancingSchoolsInstitute July 6 - 9 Potomac
Institute forNewHeads July 7 -12 DC
SchoolLeadership July 18 -21 San Jose
InstituteforExp.Heads July 23 -27 Canada
SchoolLeadershipInstitute July 25 - 28 Chicago

www.nais.org
NBOA

SummerInstitute2006 Jun 19 - 23 Portland
www.nboa.net

OtherFloridaWorkshops
www.privateschoolconsultancy.com

Mrs. Cohen’s career began 63 years
ago,whereshetaughtfirstgradefor
years before opening her own
school,  The Lads’ & Lassies’
Kindergarten. Nell, her husband
(William Cohen) and their three
daughtersmovedtoCentralFlorida
in thefallof1962. In thefall1968,
NellandBillCohenfoundtheper-
fect location to open Park
Maitland School with 32 K and
1st gradestudents. Bytheverynext
fall,herreputationhadgrown,and
theschoolwentallthewayupfrom
K4-grade6. Theschoolwasvoted
as the “Best inCentralFlorida” in
the private schools K-8 category
byreaders ofOrlandoMagazine.

TEACHERS
Global Scholar 2006

Washington &Lee University
Global Scholar is a two-week sum-
mer enrichment program that offers
rising juniors and seniors the chance
toimmersethemselvesincollege-level
courseworkoninternational relations.

July 2-15, 2006
www.globalscholar.org

Religious Diversity in America
IntensiveSummerCoursefor Inde-
pendentSchoolTeachersandEdu-
cators. TheInterfaithCenterof New
YorkandTheUniversityofPennsyl-
vaniaGraduateSchoolofEducation

June 20-27, 2006 -$850
www.interfaithcenter.org

MISC
 – The House panel overwhelmingly ap-
proved a nine-day break in July from
sales tax on books, clothes and other
back-to-school items.
 – In the 2004 elections, the IRS looked
at 82 501(c) (3) nonprofit groups and
found that a majority had violated the
banonpoliticalactivity.
 – NCES released its biennial report on
private schooldemographics. Results
from the 2003-2004 Private School
UniverseSurveycanbedownloadedat:
h t tp : / /nces .ed .gov/pubs2006/
2006319.pdf

Mrs.Cohenissurvivedbyherhus-
band, and three daughters who
collectively work to honor their
mother’s dream by overseeing the
day-to-dayoperationof theschool
andcarryingouthervision.

If you would like to make a dona-
tion in Mrs. Cohen’s memory the
familywouldbegrateful. VITAS
Hospice Charitable Fund, Manor
Care, 2075 Loch Lomond Drive,
Winter Park, FL 32792 or FIRST
Book,www.firstbook.org(donate
onlinebychoosing:DonateInHonor
of…).

InMemorial
Patricia Wynelle (Nell) Moore

Cohen
(1922-2006)
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ConnieSiemonofandArviBalseiroof TheCushmanSchool,$1,400
for “Thinking Like daVinci…An Intergenerational Project”

Dean Fusto of  Episcopal High School, $3,000 for “Emerging
Leaders in the Middle School: Preparing Students for Steward-
ship and Leadership in the 21st Century Global Community”

Linda Lynch,Bryan Thomaseyand BryanLibrizzi ofJacksonville
Country Day School, $1,500 for “Global Olympics – A World of
Friends”

ChipLaysonandStaciaHujikofLakeHighlandPreparatorySchool,
$950 for “Thematic Team Magazine”

Sean Murphy and Ben Hoke of Palmer Trinity School, $3,150 for”It
Takes a Village to Raise a Child”

Winners of the 2006
DeWitt E. & Vera Hooker Fellowship Grant

Revard, hasbeen electedPresident of
theClassicalAssociationofFloridafor
a two-year term.Three seventh
gradestudentsfromSt. Mark’s Epis-
copal School inPalmBeachGardens
qualifiedfortheStateRecognitionCer-
emony. These students represent the
top 25% of the Duke Talent Search
population.  St. Mark’s and the Palm
Beach Gardens Police Department
joined forces to present “Internet Safety
for Children” on April 11th. Three
8th grade Admiral Farragut Acad-
emyCadetswon1st,2nd and3rd prize in
the31stSt.PetersburgInternationalFolk
Fair Society’s Student Essay Contest
entitled, “Celebrating My Culture in
America”.St. Joseph’s Episco-
pal School held a special “grandpar-
ents rule” celebration March 17th.

Berkeley Preparatory 7th grader,
JackPinnell,wontheScrippsRegional
SpellingBeeandwillheadtoWashing-
tonD.C. inMayfor thenational com-
petition. Pine Crest Prepara-
tory School, Fort Lauderdale, 4th
grader,WilliamKeiser,and7thgrader,
OliverLarkin, representedPineCrest
at thestate level of theNational Geo-
graphic Bee. Senior, Jessica Vance,
wasawarded theNSCCCommenda-
tion Ribbon and named as Sea Cadet
oftheYear. PineCreststudentsearned
59medalsattheBrowardCountySolo
and Ensemble Festival. Pine Crest
Alumnaandteacher,AlisonMoss,was
selected as the 2006 winner for the
DeaverFoundationAwardforExcel-
lenceinTeaching. SixteenPineCrest
studentsadvancetoFinaliststandingin
theNationalMeritScholarshipAwards.
 Pine Crest at Boca Raton
School has announced that Robert
Goldberghasbeennamedpermanent
Head of School. Four Middle
School students from The Weiss
School achieved state recognition in
theDukeUniversity(TIP)talentsearch.
Mrs.Lemieux waschosenbyhercol-
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leagues asTheWeissSchool Teacher
of the Year. Shorecrest Prepa-
ratory School was honored with the
national Award of Excellence for E-
Bytes,aweeklyon-linenewsletter.
DonnaKleinJewishAcademystu-
dentshavetakentoheart thelessonsof
the Torah and have collected “gently
used” school uniforms and sweatshirts,
aswellasclothingforadults,inaneffort
tohelpfamiliesatPinegroveElementary
Schoolwhomaynothaveclothingfor
school or work. DKJA senior, Dor
Yasur,waschosenforfourspectacular
sportsaccomplishments,onebeingthe
2004-2005 “Player of the Year” by the
FHSAAcoachesfromprivateschools
inBocaRaton. Saint Stephen’s
EpiscopalSchoolhasannouncedthat
UpperSchoolLatin teacher,Geoff

$$$

FulbrightAwardsAroundTheGlobe
TheFulbrightScholarProgramisofferingAmericaneducationprofession-
als lecture and research awards throughout the world during the 2007-
2008academicyear. Theapplicationdeadline isAugust1.
http://www.cies.org

Braitmayer Foundation Education Grants offers grants of up to
$35,000 for K-12 education projects throughout the United States. Of
particularinterestareschool-reforminitiativesandprofessional-develop-
ment opportunities for teachers. Application deadline is Jun 1. http://
www.braitmayerfoundation

Technology -Publicandprivatepur-
chases of IT will remain strong this
year. BusinessITspendinggrowthwill
decrease next year, so firms that can
holdoffwill findmorebargains.
Economy – Growth is holding steady
for a full year at a little above 3%.
-Economicforecastspredict2million
more jobs, interest rateswill continue
toincreaseandinflationmoderatingto
2.8%.
-Long-terminterestrateswillrisemore
slowlythroughyearend. The10-year
Treasuryyield near 5%. Byyear end,
the10-yearTreasurynote is expected
to hit 5.25%, while the average 30-
yearfixedratemortgageshouldclimb
to 6.75%.
Construction – Supply shortages on
steel cause the price to rise toward
$650 a ton this summer. That is an
increase of approx. $135 a ton since
late2005.

Grants and Scholarships
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FCIS Upcoming Events

www.fcis.org.

Heads’ Retreat
Hyatt, Bonita Springs, June 15-17, 2006

Administrators’  Retreat
Marriott, Delray Beach, July 30 -August 1, 2006

Convention 2006
Hyatt, Jacksonville, November 9-10, 2006

Head of School
Bayshore Christian School

Tampa Part1 andPart 3 - Salary,Tuition, Enrollment
Surveys,andExecutive Compensation
May 1 - Open all surveys
June 23 - Earlybird close
July10-Benchmarkingavailable toearlybirds
Sept 29 - Final closing of Part 1
Oct.23-Benchmarkingavailable toparticipants
Part 2 - Fin Aid, Financial Ops, Giving, Staff Info
Oct. 20 - Earlybird closing
Nov.13-Benchmarkingavailable toearlybirds
Nov.17-Final closingofsurveys
Dec.22-Benchmarkingavailabletoparticipants

2006-07 StatsOnline Key Dates

HeadofSchool toadminister overall schoolpro-
gramfor400+students (age3-grade12)and60+
FT/PT teachersand staff.Willhavehands-on in-
volvement in all phases of school operation. Re-
placing retiring Head of 14 years. The school,
establishedin1971,hasagoodreputationandis in
solidfinancialcondition.Candidatemustbeaborn-
againChristian,willingtobeinvolvedinBayshore
UnitedMethodistChurch,achurchwhichiscon-
servative in values and Charismatic in worship.
Send resume to: Brent Byerman, Senior Pastor,
bbyerman@iol14.comor fax (813)835-1404

Heads’ Luncheon Hosts

Thank you for hosting the 2006 Heads’
Luncheon in your area

Kris Charlton - Miami
Robert Goldberg - Boca Raton
William Jablon -Tallahassee
Dr. Lourdes Cowgill - Ft. Lauderdale
Gordon MacLeod - Tampa
John Zeller - Bradenton
CharleyZimmer - Jacksonville
Warren Hudson - Orlando
Dr. Charles Clark - Vero Beach

The Florida Council of Independent Schools
1211 N. Westshore Blvd
Suite 612
Tampa, FL 33607


