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Annual Convention 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 
The Doubletree Hotel 

10100 International Drive 

Orlando, FL 

Featuring Keynote Speaker 

 Wendy Mogel 
 

“You can’t use up creativity… 

The more you use it, the more you have.” 

Maya Angelou 



Doubletree Map 

Don’t forget to attend the  

General Meeting &  

Visit Vendors 

8:00 –9:00 a.m. 

 

 



Welcome 

Dear FKC Colleagues, 

The Florida Kindergarten Council’s Board of Directors warmly welcomes 

each of you to this year’s convention, Oh, the Places We’ve Been. We 

are happy to see so many of you who have joined us for past conven-

tions, and if this is your first convention, we’re glad you are here! Today 

you will learn from our schools’ finest educators, whose classrooms 

reflect developmentally appropriate practice and the preservation of 

childhood. We wish to extend a special ‘welcome back’ to a number of 

past FKC Board members joining us this year; it is an honor to recognize 

them for their service and dedication.  We hope that you were able to 

spend some time with them and with current Board members, as well 

as reconnect with your colleagues at the Meet and Greet last evening.   

A big ‘thank you’ to all of those who are presenting this year. The Board 

appreciates the time and preparation that goes into being a presenter. 

Your expertise and dedication to your craft is helping us all to grow pro-

fessionally. We are certain that each attendee will take something inno-

vative and engaging back to their classrooms.   

Oh, the Places We’ve Been! The Florida Kindergarten Council now in-

vites you to immerse yourselves in learning from your colleagues as you 

plan for the future and the places you’ll go! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jill Sevilla and Joy McIntosh 

FKC Convention Chairs 

 

 

Twitter Back Channel: Throughout the day, participants are 

encouraged to tweet about what they are learning. People all over 

the world have already told us they are looking forward to following 

the back channel. Please use  #FKCchat.  



Schedule  

Friday, February 1, 2019 

5:30-7:00 p.m. Meet and Greet 

Complimentary Beverages and Hors D’oeuvres 

 

Friday, February 2, 2019 

Annual Convention 

Registration and Exhibits  

 

Full Breakfast 

 

Keynote-Wendy Mogel 

 

Session I 

 

Session II 

 

Session III 

 

 

 

 
 
 

7:45 a.m. 

 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 

 

9:00-10:00 a.m. 

 

10:15-11:05 a.m. 

 

11:15-12:05 a.m. 

 

12:15-1:05 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
WENDY MOGEL 

 

Dr. Wendy Mogel is an internationally  acclaimed psychologist, author, and 

public speaker. Publisher’s Weekly gave her—now classic—parenting book, 

The Blessing of a Skinned Knee, a starred review, calling it impassioned, lyrical 

and eminently practical...a real treasure.” Her revelatory second release, The 

Blessing of a B Minus, addresses the challenge of parenting adolescents in a 

culture of anxiety and entitlement. Publisher’s Weekly raved, “Mogel’s com-

passion and authenticity will ring true with parents of all faiths facing the tu-

multuous teen years.” A revised and edition of The Blessing of a Skinned Knee, 

updated for the age of social media and smartphones, was released on July 7, 

2017.  

Mogel’s third book, due out in 2018, is about cultivating the art of conversa-

tion—from infancy to adulthood—in an age of hurry, worry, and digital distrac-

tion. In Voice Lessons, Dr. Mogel will elaborate on a novel clinical approach 

she began taking with parents who were struggling with their kids, demon-

strating how a shift in tone, tempo, and body language led to a surprising out-

come: the children responded by cooperating with greater alacrity, and com-

municating with more warmth, respect, and sincerity. As the parents found 

their voices, so did the children. Dr. Mogel is known for her enlightening, 

frank, and deft approach to “parenting” parents by supporting and guiding 

them in raising their children and coaching them into becoming mature stake-

holders in our schools.  

A graduate of Middlebury College, Wendy Mogel completed an internship and 

post-doctoral fellowship in Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry at Ce-

dars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles. She currently serves as a research 

and policy advisor for Challenge Success—a program of the Stanford University 

School of Education, and serves on the scientific advisory board of Parents 

Magazine. She contributes articles to a variety of publications including Inde-

pendent School Magazine, Parents Magazine, and Camping Magazine and is 

regularly featured as a guest expert by The TODAY Show, and in interviews by 

reporters from The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Forbes, 

Newsweek, The Chicago Tribune, CNN, and NPR. 

In 2006, The New York Times Sunday Magazine published a profile by Dr. Mo-

gel and her work: “So the Torah is a Parenting Guide” by Emily Bazelon. It was 

the most-emailed article on the Times site for a month. 

An interesting and little known fact—Dr. Mogel was born in a car under the 

59th Street Bridge in Manhattan. She currently lives and practices in               

Los Angeles. 



Session I: 10:15 - 11:05 a.m. 

                                                                                                         Magnolia A  
 
PE and Recess-Games that do not exclude-keep kids moving  
and having fun! (K-Grade 3) 
This session is designated for PE and classroom teachers looking for ac-
tivities to keep kids moving, having fun, and from "sitting out" of  
elimination games. Come dressed to play! * Sneakers strongly  
suggested for this participation session!  
Presenters: Mary Aparicio, Steve Hoffman 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Day School 
 
                                                                                                             Magnolia B  

Creating Objective Based Lessons to Get Your Kids Moving! 
(EC-K) 
Does your classroom wiggle? Are you tired of creating lessons that end 
up "Pinterest Fails" lacking real substance? Let us help you provide 
movement and sensory-rich play, while still packing in all the academics. 
You will walk away with practical, easy to prepare lessons that you can 
implement next week! 
Presenter: Cristina Torres, Gulliver Schools 
 
                                                                                                             Magnolia C 
Fight, Fight, Rest, Digest...De-Stress (EC-Grade 3) 
What do stress and anxiety have to do with Executive Functioning skills 
in children…everything! Come to this workshop to learn research on the 
brain-body connection, how sugar and hydration affect learning, tips to 
help students who have executive functioning deficits and high anxiety 
and stress levels. 
Presenter: Peggy Campbell-Rush, The Bolles School 
 
                                                                                                                Cypress A 
It’s Fun! It’s Colorful! It’s Playful! It’s Math! (EC-Grade 3) 
Come learn about Numicon! This program has completely changed Early 
Childhood mathematics instruction. Children actually touch numbers! 
Students build skills in numeracy, number sense, subitizing, teen  
numbers, making ten, spatial reasoning, addition/subtraction, and 
 critical thinking. Numicon is an amazing curriculum, and we want to 
share it with everyone! 
Presenters: Heather Burris, Maria Merly Delgado 
Lake Mary Preparatory School 
 

 



Session I: 10:015 – 11:05 a.m. 

                                                                                                                Cypress B  
Using STEM and animation to create critical thinkers, innovators, 

mathematicians and passionate scientists.  (K-Grade 3) 

Audrey Cain, San Jose Episcopal Day School-Grant Winner 

Expand your school curriculum and provide hands-on lessons using 

STEM and animation. Build students' imagination, ideas and creativity, 

by designing and making a variety of structures, and by using animation 

software and playdough figures to make their structures come to life. 

Make science, technology, engineering, and math fun and interesting. 

Presenter: Audrey Cain,  San Jose Episcopal Day School 
 
                                                         
 
                                                                                                                Cypress C 
No More Lunchroom Blues 
Tired of chaos during lunch/class. As a Licensed Mental Health Counse-
lor turned school counselor, I faced a challenge: lunchroom duty.  
Behavior modification stopped the chaos replacing it with manners,  
respect, and safety. Tools gained from parenting, mental health, and 
education will assist in transforming environments and reducing stress. 
Presenter: Rebeccca Potter, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Day School  



Session II: 11:15 – 12:05 a.m. 

                                                                                                            Magnolia A 
Oh! The Places We Will Go During Read Across America Week! 
(EC-Grade 3) 
Read Across America Day takes place annually on March 2 ~ Dr. Seuss' 
birthday. Its purpose is to motivate students to read daily. Come, learn 
ways to organize this event at your school. Come, share ways you  
observe it. We’ll leave with great ideas to motivate our students to read. 
Presenters: Mercy Gonzalez, Melinda Harper, Mariana Carta, Shirley 
Gonzales 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Day School 
         
                                                                                                             Magnolia B 
A Journey of Self-Discovery for the Entire Family Through The Reggio 
Emilia Project (EC-Grade 3) 
Come learn how to facilitate a children-led workshop assisted by parents 
and teachers, where children find their voice and express it creatively.  
Wowed by the workshop revelations, parents learn how to better  
engage with their children more effectively, while children build  
confidence. 
Presenters: Connie Siemonof, Alejandro Lam-Castro 
The Cushman School 
 
                                            Magnolia C 

Get a Grip: Ideas for Fine Motor Control (EC-Grade 3) 
Learn how all muscles help the fingers and grip. Learn about shoulder 
exercises, Palmer Arch, wrist control and participate in activities for fine 
motor development. Help all children improve their writing, coloring, 
painting, cutting and using their hands and fingers. Easily integrate all 
tips and trick into your existing curriculum. 
Presenter: Peggy Campbell-Rush 
 

                                                                                                               Cypress  A 

Terrific Tech (EC-Grade 3) 
Exploring creative ways to build confidence in using tech while learning 
essential skills with new and exciting apps. Referenced apps include: 
Nearpod, Book Creator, Seesaw, IXL, green screen presentations, and 
more. 
Presenters: Carie Fowler, Sophie Steinberg      
St. John’s Episcopal School 



Session II: 11:15 - 12:05 p.m. 

                                                                                                     Cypress B 

Co-Teaching: A Practical Approach to Working as a Team    

(EC-Grade 3) 

Co-Teaching model ~ we’d like to share insights about our 6-year 

journey. Learn how to make a "dream team" and support the 

teaching match through open communication, respect, planning, 

and flexibility. We’ll discuss the benefits and challenges of  

co-teaching. Come to see that teamwork really does make the 

“Dream” work! 

Presenters: Liz Colavecchio, deAnne DeLeon 

The Discovery School 

 

                                                                                                      Cypress C 

Oh the Places You’ll Go with Global Goals! (K-Grade 3) 

How can we create a community of innovative problem solvers 

who strive to make a difference? Come learn about the Global 

Goals and how to introduce them in your classroom. Spark an 

awareness through STEAM and interactive, cross-curricular  

lessons which will be at the forefront of your Global Goals 

 journey. 

Presenter: Brittany Ruffolo, Christina Lubbers 

North Broward Preparatory School 

 

 

                                                                                                       Citrus A 

Managing Good-Intentioned Parent’s Anxiety and Entitlement 
While Maintaining Your Sense of Humor 
 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Wendy Mogel 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                

 

 

 



Session III: 12:15 - 12:05 p.m. 

                                                                                                          Magnolia A 
The Pied Piper Effect (EC-K) 
After almost 40 years of teaching, I am Gulliver Schools' "Pied Piper" 
teaching music, drama, and creative movement. This workshop will be 
an interactive exercise that will bring all the performing arts together 
under one umbrella. The participants will sing, dance, retell stories, and 
create skits in a fun-filled atmosphere. 
Presenter: Ines Taylor 
Gulliver School 
 
                                                                                                 Magnolia B 
Traveling Around the World (EC-Grade 3) 
My goal in this presentation is to share the different cultures with di-
verse backgrounds from around the world. To show the variety of  
languages, music, and ways of living. To promote in a fun way  
multicultural awareness. For instance, flags, souvenirs, artifacts, dolls, 
music, games, typical dresses. 
Presenter: Victoria Llanos, The Montessori House Day School 
                                                                                      
 
                                                                                                            Magnolia C                                                         
Beyond Academics: Inspiring Independence, Motivation,  
and Productivity (K-Grade 3) 
Participants will explore ways to create relevant, meaningful learning 
experiences based on individual passions and interests. Creating a  
supportive community encourages students to take risks, make  
mistakes, and utilize those mistakes. We will delve into various ways to 
scaffold learning, allowing students to make significant progress and 
reach full potential. 
Presenter: Kelly Osborne-Rozgoni, Country Day School 
 
 
                                                                                                               Cypress A 
Dash Goes On a Dot Hunt (K) 
Higher level thinking and coding IS possible in early childhood class-
rooms! Come learn how to use Dash and Dot in a multidisciplinary  
approach that engages students in a collaborative adventure. Captivate 
them from beginning to end with this hands-on experience using a 
combination of Makerspace, STEAM, music, and coding. 
Presenters: Dr. Sloane Castleman, Jennifer Sherlock, Molly Rhoden, 

Kelly Knight, Riverside Presbyterian Day School 
 



                                                                                                                Cypress B 
LAUNCHing the Design Thinking Cycle in Your Classroom 
(Grades 1-3) 
LAUNCH inspired, come see how to empower students to embrace their 
maker abilities. This process allowed students to collaborate and be-
come problem solvers in our community. In this session, we plan to 
share the details you could use to recreate the Design Thinking Cycle in 
your own classroom and community. 
Presenters: Caylyn Wells, Jill Jaiswal 
The Out of Door Academy 
 
 
                                                                                                                 Cypress C  
O-C-D: Optimizing Curriculum Design (EC-Grade 3) 
Tired of hours of stressful planning? We were too! Join us for helpful 
tips to optimize your planning time for a stress-free year. See how  
effective front loading can save time and stress. Presenters will share 
simple, yet innovative ways to streamline the curriculum planning  
process. 
Presenters: Laura Fitzpatrick, Jess Boston, Lynsie Mandt 
North Broward Preparatory School 
            
 
                                                                                                                   Citrus A  
Oh, The Things You Can THINK...and WRITE! 
Take a peek behind the scenes of 2 high impact kindergarten  
classrooms in Naples, FL that are teaching students how to THINK and 
Effectively WRITE at levels that are blowing other teachers away! 
Learn their strategies and techniques making a difference for ALL  
students. Student samples will be shown. 
Presenters: Joanna Campanile, Janell Matos 
Vineyards Elementary School 

Session III: 12:15 - 1:05 p.m. 



Thank  You to our Vendors! 

 

Peggy Campbell-Rush 

Melissa Dean Purses              
& Accessories 

 
Thinking Maps 

 
 
 

 Special Thanks to 
DoubleTree by Hilton  
Orlando at Seaworld 

 
 
 



 

 
Seasonal Cut Melons and Citrus Selections 

 
Farm Fresh Scrambled Eggs 

 
Orange Pecan French Toast 

with Maple Syrup and Fruit Toppings 
 

Crisp Bacon & Sausage Links 
 

Rosemary Potatoes 
 

Sweet Butter and Fruit Preserves 
 

Bakery Basket Assortment 
 

Hot Tea * Juice* Coffee 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Breakfast: 8:00-9:00 a.m. 



President 
Kathleen Malanowski 
North  Broward Preparatory School 
7600 Lyons Road 
Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
 954-247-0011 
malanowskik@nbps.org 
 
Immediate Past President 
Paola Consuegra 
Carrollton School of the Sacred 
Heart 
3747 Main Highway 
Miami, FL 33133 
305-446-5673 
pconsuegra@Carrollton.org 
 
Vice-President 
Lori Menger 
San Jose Episcopal Day School 
7423 San Jose Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32217 
904-733-0352 
lmenger@sjeds.org  
 
Treasurer 
Ana Ibanez 
St. John’s Episcopal Parish Day 
School 
1002 S. Orleans Avenue 
Tampa, FL 33606 
813-849-6200 
aibanez@stjohnseales.org 
 
Secretary 
Jessica Banks 
The Out-of Door Academy 
444 Reid Street 
Sarasota., FL 34242 
941-349-3223 
jbanks@oda.edu 
 
 
 

FKC Board of Directors 
Omar Chatila 
Al-Furqan Academy 
2333 St. Johns Bluff Rd South 
Jacksonville, FL 32246 
904-645-0810 
ochatila@alfurqanacademy.org 
 
Yamile Francese 
Boca Prep International School 
10333 Diego Drive South 
Boca Raton, FL 33428 
561-852-1410 
Yamile.francese@iesmail.com 
 
Stephanie Massey 
Christ Episcopal Church Preschool 
400 San Juan Drive 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 
smassey@christepiscopalchurch.org 
 
Joy McIntosh 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Day School 
3439 Main Highway 
Miami, FL 33133 
jmcintosh@sseds.org  
 
Suzanne Otero 
The Pine School 
12350 SE Federal Hwy. 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
772-675-7005 
sotero@thepineschool.org 
 
Jill Sevilla 
The Cushman School 
592 NE 60 Street 
Miami, FL 33137 
jsevilla@cushmanschool.org 
 
Kim Stafford 
Creative Learning Academy 
3151 Hyde Park Rd. 
Pensacola. FL 32503 
850-432-1768 
kstafford@creativelearningacademy.org 

























 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 





Thank You to our Sponsors: 

 

 

Upcoming FCIS Events 
 

May 5-7, 2019 

Business Officers’ Conference 

Renaissance Orlando Airport Hotel, Orlando 

 

June 10-12, 2019 

Heads’ Retreat 

Marriott Resort, Palm Beach Singer Island 

 

Summer Symposiums 

June 19-20 

Corbett Preparatory School of IDS, Tampa 

 

July 25-27, 2019 

New Heads’ Institute 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point, Bonita Springs 

 

Finance Institute & Fundraising Institute 

July 26-27 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point, Bonita Springs 

 

Leadership Academy 

July 28-30 

Hyatt Regency Coconut Point, Bonita Springs 

 

New Teacher Institute 

September 15-17 

The Mission Inn, Howey-in-the-Hills 


