FCIS/FKC-SAIS or FCIS/FKC-SAIS-SACS Collaborative Accreditation Process
This document will outline the procedure for FCIS schools who wish to undergo a joint accreditation with SAIS (Southern Association of Independent Schools).  This collaborative process can also include accreditation by SACS.
This process is based on the assumption that the Florida school will:

1. Be a member of SAIS 

2. Respond to and be in compliance with all SAIS standards/indicators

3.
Address the FCIS standards

4. 
Complete the FCIS self-study

5. 
Be visited by a joint FCIS-SAIS team, led by an FCIS-SAIS trained chair assigned by the FCIS-SAIS staff.

Process for joint accreditation:
1. Join SAIS – go to www.sais.org/membership to become a member.
2. Prior to the regularly scheduled evaluation year, contact the FCIS office to request joint accreditation.  
3. Complete the SAIS “Request for Participation” form (www.sais.org).

4. Begin work on SAIS Standards and Indicators, FCIS Standards Review and self-study.

5. An FCIS-SAIS Chair will be assigned; contact Chair to schedule visit.

6. 3-6 months prior to visit, all 67 SAIS indicators must be addressed, in writing, and e-mailed to FCIS-SAIS Chair and both FCIS and SAIS offices.

7. Chair will conduct site visit after receiving indicators to ensure compliance with SAIS indicators.

8. Three weeks prior to visit, copy of self-study is sent to Chairs, committee members and FCIS and SAIS offices (electronic copy only to SAIS).

SAIS Standards and Indicators: 


· SAIS standards and indicator can be found on SAIS web site.

· Provide a short response to each indicator showing compliance or indicating where evidence of compliance can be found.

· Contact Michelle Langer at michelle@sais.org with additional questions.
FCIS/SAIS Self-study 

SAIS will accept the FCIS self-study and the FCIS model of the visit team’s report.  In order to earn SAIS or SAIS-SACS accreditation, the report must be received in the SAIS office within three weeks following the visit.  It will be sent to the SAIS Accreditation Committee for review.  The school will be notified of the committee’s vote within 90 days. 

Upon completion of the evaluation visit, a copy of the FCIS report will be sent to the FCIS office for initial review.  A draft copy will be sent to the Head of School for informational editing.  The final report will be sent to the FCIS accreditation commission for their recommendation.  A full vote will occur at the next scheduled Board of Directors meeting (November, February, April or June).  The school will be notified of the board’s decision following the meeting.

FCIS/FKC-SAIS Template for Self-study can be found at www.fcis.org/accreditation - Information for Schools.  Analysis questions to guide in the preparation are at the end of the document.
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